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What kind of trail are we building?

We are building a natural surface (singletrack) 
trail with an average width of 30 inches.  A 
trail of this design has minimal impact on your 
land and can be routed through steep hills, 
along creeks, and through otherwise non-
utilized property.

Who will build and maintain the trail?
A collaboration of volunteers from the Ozark 
Trail Association, MVTA, and many more will 
build the trail by hand.  This method produces 
the best trail surface and allows for minimal 
impact to the surrounding area.  Once the 
trail is established, the landowners, MVTA, and 
Ozark Trail Association will coordinate trail 
maintenance, as needed.

Who will use the trail?
Our vision is for the trail to be open to hikers, 
bikers, and equestrians.  Varying situations 
may prevent some user groups from using 
certain sections, but we will attempt to work 
with each landowner to ensure all groups are 
considered when planning the trail corridor.

Are landowners liable if someone gets hurt on 
the trail while on their property?

Missouri Land Use laws protect landowners 
who allow the public access to their land 
for recreational purposes.  Missouri statues 
537.345 - 351 give clear definitions of liability 
protection and exceptions.  

Is the MVTA trying to buy up property?
No, we do not seek to own land.  We simply 
want to establish trail easements with 
landowners that will allow the public to have 
access to cross their property within a defined 
trail corridor.  The width of the corridor will 
depend on the topography of the land, 
sustainable trail design, and subject to the 
landowner requests.

Who will be the holder of the trail easements?
Depending on the agreement, most 
easements will be held by a land trust that 
will ensure they exist in perpetuity.  The land 
trust might be a government agency or a 
non-profit organization.  Each easement 
agreement will be evaluated to determine 
the best option.

Landowner Liability
Missouri Recreational Use Immunity Statutes 
(sections 537.345 to 537.348) provide 
substantial protection from liability to 
landowners who permit the public to come 
onto their land for outdoor recreation. Missouri 
law provides that landowners who invite 
or permit people to come onto their land 
for recreational uses do not, by doing so, 
assume responsibility for or incur liability for 
bodily injury or property damage suffered by 
any recreational user. If the landowners are 
sued, the statues gives them the defense of 
immunity.

However, if a landowner willfully or maliciously 
fails to guard or warn of dangerous 
conditions, or if an admission fee is charged 
in connection with the recreational use, the 
protection will be lost. In addition, landowners 
whose land is located within the corporate 
boundaries of any city, municipality, town, 
or village are not protected by the Missouri 
Recreational Use Act.

Trail easements offer another layer of 
protection for landowners by indemnifying, 
defending, and holding landowners harmless 
from loss or litigation expense arising from a 
public assess claim. 

We encourage landowners to seek their own 
personal legal advice from a lawyer.

Who We Are 
We are a non-profit group of volunteers 
with a vision to extend the Ozark Trail from 
Meramec State Park to meet the Great 
Rivers Greenway at Pacific.  This trail will fulfill 
our mission to connect communities, create 
greater access to outdoor recreation, and 
provide a boost to the local economies 
along the Meramec River valley. 

Disclaimer
The information in this document has been presented and 

expressed in good faith and while every care has been taken in 

preparing this document, the Meremac Valley Trail Association 

makes no representations and gives no assurances of any nature in 

respect of this document, including but not limited to the accuracy 

or completeness of any information, facts, or options contained 

therein.If you have any specific questions about any legal, financial, 

or taxation matter, you should consult an appropriately qualified 

professional.

Some content adapted from 
www.ConservationTools.org

(636) 390-3760
www.MeramecValleyTrails.com

MeramecValleyTrails@gmail.com

Connecting communities 
through trails.



Accomplishing Our Goal
We will work with private landowners to 
establish a trail corridor.  Within this corridor, 
we will build a natural surface (dirt) trail with 
an approximate width of 24-36 inches.  The 
width of the trail corridor will depend on 
the topography, sustainability of the trail, 
and most importantly, the extent of land to 
which the landowner desires to allow for a 
possible trail.

There are several means of securing the 
trail corridor; hand-shake agreements, 
property sales or donations and trail 
easements.

Please refer to the chart below:

Our goal is to establish trail easements 
as the primary means of securing the 
trail corridor.  Easements are in the best 
interest for both the landowners and the 
sustainability of the trail.  Under this type 
of agreement landowners continue to 
own their property, even the property held 
under the easement, and are free to use 
it as they wish so long as the covenants of 
the easement are withheld.
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What Is A Trail Easement?
An easement is a right to use a certain area 
of land for a particular purpose. Once an 
easement is granted, the owners are free to 
use the land subject to the easement (trail 
corridor) but not for purposes inconsistent with 
the easement purpose. To ensure that the 
owners and the holder mutually understand 
which uses are, or are not, consistent with 
easement purposes, an easement document 
is established with provisions (called 
covenants) that aim to define and resolve 
potential issues before they arise.  By donating 
or selling a trail easement, landowners are 
making their land available for a public trail 
for hiking, bicycling, equestrian, or other 
recreational or transportation purposes 
without having to subdivide the land or lose 
ownership and control of the land.

The trail easement document defines the 
terms of the easement; width of the trail 
corridor, user groups allowed (hikers, bikers, 
equestrians, etc), temporary closures for 
hunting, timber harvest, permitted activities, 
etc.

The 
easement and the 
covenants run with the land. They 
don’t end with a change in land ownership. 
A hallmark of an easement (unlike a lease) 
is that the holder has no rights to possess or 
occupy the property—only the right to use it 
for the purposes and in the location set forth in 
the document creating the easement.

Focus Area

We intend for the trail to pass through several 
communities as it winds its way through the 
Meramec River valley between Pacific and 
Meramec State Park.  Communities such as 
Catawissa, Robertsville and St. Clair will benefit 
economically and socially from trail passing 
through their area.  We aim to use previosuly 
established infrastructure in these areas as 
well as public lands to reduce the impact to 
surrounding landowners.

Reasons For The Trail
The trail will:

• Provide low or no-cost recreation to 
families in areas that currently lack a 
connection to outdoor recreation.

• Reduce medical costs by encouraging 
exercise and other healthy outdoor 
activities to underserved communities.

• Connect the communities in the 
surrounding area and allow for children 
of all ages to have a safe place to learn 
and explore.

• Make communities more attractive 
places to live. When considering where 
to move, homebuyers rank walking 
and biking paths as one of the most 
important features of a new community 
thereby increasing the value of nearby 
properties.

• Boost spending at local businesses, 
and in doing so, increase tax revenues. 
Communities along trails, often called 
trail towns, benefit from the influx of 
visitors going to restaurants, snack shops 
and other retail establishments.  

The result of our project will be a trail system 
extending over 500 miles that will sustain 
hotels, bed and breakfasts, and outdoor 
outfitters as well.
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